Cancer risk assessment: conceptual considerations for clinical practice.
To review current information on the types and components of risk assessment and associated considerations for clinical practice and education. Published articles, book chapters, and clinical experience. Cancer risk assessment is a clinical process that is integral to cancer screening. Cancer risk assessment includes obtaining information about cancer risk factors and selecting the best means to communicate this information to individual patients. Ethical, psychosocial, and clinical factors are considerations. A comprehensive tool to provide consistency in documenting risk factors as part of a comprehensive cancer risk assessment is included. Nurses can conduct and interpret cancer risk assessments. Consideration of conceptual issues of risk assessment may enhance this process. When implementing cancer risk assessments into cancer screening programs, nurses need to consider the purpose of conducting the risk assessment, how the information will be interpreted to the population being served, and the potential impact on an individual patient.